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Abstract 

The study identified entrepreneurial skills required by youths in poultry 
production for poverty eradication and economic development in Delta State, 
Nigeria. Three research questions guided the study. The study made use of 
survey design. The population for the study was 326 respondents made up of 
two hundred and forty-four (244) registered poultry farmers and 82 
agricultural extension agents in Delta State, Nigeria. A 22-skill items 
questionnaire was used for data collection. The questionnaire was validated by 
two experts. Test-retest technique was used to determine the internal 
consistency of the instrument. A reliability coefficient of 0.71 was obtained. 
Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the research questions. It 
was found that youths required 10 entrepreneurial skills for engagement in 
planning, 5 in feeding and7 in marketing for poultry production business. It 
was recommended that agricultural extension agents and vocational centres 
should use the entrepreneurial skills in planning, feeding and marketing, 
identified by this study for training of youths in poultry production and 
engaging them in the business. 

 
 
 
                   Livestock production is a very important aspect of agricultural economy in 
Nigeria. Its contribution in the form of milk, egg, and meat, as well as multipurpose uses 
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such as skin, fiber, fertilizer, fuel and capital accumulation represent 22.7% of gross 
domestic product (GDP) of the nation (Okagbare, 2009) 
                   Poultry production in recent times has occupy a place of pride among 
livestock enterprises due to its rapid monetary turnover. In time past, poultry production 
was not counted as an important occupation. In some communities, the fowl is used in 
the past for knowing time. Today, poultry meat and egg offer considerable potentials for 
meeting human needs for dietary animal supply, (Folorunsho and Onibi, 2005).  
Considering the monetary benefits, the industry has become an attractive enterprise and 
popular among small, medium as well as large scale poultry farmers.  

According to Oluyemi and Roberts (1979), the poultry industry has become a 
diverse industry with a variety of business interests such as egg production, broiler 
production, hatchery, and poultry equipment business.  
Banerje (2005) asserts that poultry keeping is a lucrative business venture which 
requires little investment to start. The author states further that poultry droppings is an 
excellent organic measure  for enriching vegetable gardens; while crop residue are in 
turn fed to poultry, such a symbiotic farming operation enhance efficiency of farm 
resources to increase outputs.  

Ezeibe (2010), reports that poultry production is a very important arm of the 
livestock sector as poultry has high feed conservation rate, high fecundity and 
contributes high to the economic gain of the operators in Nigeria. The development of 
the poultry industry has also been described as the fastest means of bridging the protein 
deficiency gap prevailing in most of the developing countries. 

The poultry industry, if properly harnessed can also serve as a source of foreign 
exchange earnings complementing crude oil which at present constitutes the main source 
of foreign earning in Nigeria. Poultry production represents one of the few opportunities 
for serving, investments and security against risk. Poultry have been shown to adapt to 
various environmental conditions, hence can be raised in small towns, cities, farm, at 
backyard or commercial levels and villages. For this reasons, the market and demand for 
poultry products is very high and could be a source of value oriented business and 
eradication of poverty among the youths. 
 
Poverty Level 

Poverty has been a major development problem in Africa. When compared with 
other economies of the world, the continent is yet to succeed in solving the basic 
livelihood problem. No wonder Mwabu (2005), asserts that over 50% of the African 
population live below the international subsistence standard of one dollar per day. 
Mwabu (2005), went further to state that issue of vulnerability (risk of falling below a 
threshold standard of living) is particularly poignant, because even the meager 
necessities available to the poor, are not guaranteed. Poverty is highly visible in most 
African countries especially Nigeria. A recent survey by the federal office of statistics 
shows that the incidence of poverty has increased tremendously since 1986 (FOS, 2008). 
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To solve this problem, there is need to acquire skills that will enable them to be self 
employed and self reliant. Through this, poverty eradication can be achieved, in addition 
to having the economy of the state and nation develop. 
 
Youth 

Youth in the context of this study refer to those that transcends from the 
dependence of childhood to adulthood’s independence. They usually have their 
characteristics, needs and challenges. This makes them vulnerable and easily open to 
vices not accepted in the society. In other to curb these vices,  they require functional 
education which enables them to develop their potentials fully, acquire requisite and 
saleable skills which enable them to be gainfully employed, live worthy lives as well as 
contribute in their own way to the social, economic, political and cultural development 
of their countries. Thus education that develops the totality of the mind is what is right 
for them. One way youths can be equipped with skills required to cope with poverty 
especially in urban areas, is through agricultural education skill. 

Through the acquisition of agricultural education skills in poultry production, 
youths, would be able to become self employed and earn a living. By so doing, they are 
able to eradicate poverty and contribute to the economic development of their 
environment. 
 
Agricultural Education Skills 
 Skill is the ability to do something expertly well (Egbe, 2005). It can be 
acquired or learnt. Skills can be intellectual; it is the expertness, practiced ability or 
proficiency displayed in the performance of a task. Skill is an established habit of doing 
something. Thus, it involves the acquisition of performance ability, through repetitive 
performance of an operation (Osinem & Nwoji, 2005). Skill is an individual’s ability to 
control elements of behavior, thinking and feeling within specified contexts and within 
particular domains.  

In this study, skills are the abilities of youths to correctly take decision and set 
goals, enterprise, mobilize and utilize resources, utilize technical skills in poultry 
production practices, manage risks and market poultry products. Usually, farm managers 
take informed decisions and work towards maximizing profits and make a living. 

The people of Delta State have great value for poultry, as it is highly required 
during marriages, burials rites, feasts and festivals. The poultry sector has developed in 
the state such that large scale production is being practiced and a lot of people derive 
their means of livelihood from poultry and its associated industries. 

The youths are however left out in this practice as most of the people engaged in 
poultry production are mostly farmers of between the ages of forty and above. These 
categories of farmers lack the relevant information and technical assistance needed for 
poultry production skills. The youths on the other hand have continued to live in a state 
of hopelessness, in search of white collar job which are not readily available. Arubaye 
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(2010) opines that despite the rich oil wealth which accounts for 90% of its earning from 
oil and gas, and 60% of its revenue from the Federal government, the youths of the 
Niger Delta area remain largely unfulfilled and wallow in abject poverty. Edukugho 
(2007) also asserts that Delta State youths are mostly engaged in restiveness and 
militancy which could be traced to the large number of unskilled and unemployed 
youths. It is therefore against this background that the study seeks to identify the skills 
required in poultry production for poverty reduction among youths in Delta State. 
 
Objectives of the Study 
 The purpose of this study is to identify entrepreneurial skills required by youths 
in poultry production for poverty eradication in Delta State. Specifically, the study 
sought to identify entrepreneurial skills required by youths for engagement in; 
1. Planning poultry production 
2. Feeding poultry 
3. Marketing poultry 
 
Research Questions 
 The following research questions guided the study; 
1. What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for engagement in planning 
poultry production? 
2. What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for engagement in poultry 
feeding? 
3. What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for engagement in marketing 
poultry? 
 
Methodology 
 The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. The population 
comprises 326 respondents made up of two hundred and forty-four (244) registered 
poultry farmers and 82 agricultural extension agents in Delta State, Nigeria (ADP, 
2012). Stratified random sampling technique was used to obtain a sample of 90 
respondents. Twenty poultry farmers and ten extension agents were selected from each 
of the three senatorial Districts of Delta State. 
 The instrument was validated by experts and reliability coefficient of 0.71 was 
obtained using the test re-test method. The value was high enough to support the use of 
the instrument in the research. All the questionnaires distributed were duly returned. 
 Items with mean of 2.5 and above were accepted while items with less mean 
were rejected. The questionnaire was coded with nominal values designed for each 
response that was expected from the respondents. Each of the items was scored on the 
basis of the following code. The 4point scales used are:  strongly required (SR), 
Required (R), Moderately required (MR) and Not Required (NR). The data were analyze 
using mean, standard deviation while t-test was used to analyzed the hypothesis. 
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Results 
Research Question 1 
What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for engagement in planning poultry 
production business? 
 
Table 1: Entrepreneurial Skills are Required by Youths for Engagement in 
Planning Poultry Production Business 

S/N Statement Items Mean SD Remarks 
1 Abilities to determine technologies to accept 

and use. 
3.63 0.74 Required 

2 Ability to get and use credit and financial 
resources from various sources 

3.42 0.90 Required 

3 Set goals for the enterprise 3.30 0.92 Required 
4 Determine site for a Poultry project 3.43 0.89 Required 
5 Identify major activities required to achieve 

the poultry production objective 
3.27 0.93 Required 

6 Identify material resources required for 
poultry production 

2.85 0.94 Required 

7 Identify labour requirements for poultry 
production 

3.45 0.90 Required 

8 Decide the type of poultry house to build 3.28 0.84 Required 
9 Determine housing requirement for the 

poultry production project 
3.12 0.81 Required 

10 Identify the type and breed of poultry to rear 3.26 0.80 Required 
Source: Field Work, 2016 
The result presented in Table 1 showed that the identified statement items were agreed 
by the respondents to be entrepreneurial skills required by youths for engagement in 
planning poultry production business. The standard deviation of the items ranged from 
0.74 to 0.94. This indicated that respondents were unanimous in their responses. 
 
Research Question 2 
 What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for business engagement in 
feeding poultry? 
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Table 2: Entrepreneurial Skills are Required by Youths for Business Engagement 
in Feeding Poultry 

S/N Statement Items Mean SD Remarks 
1 Selecting appropriate feeds for birds at 

different stages 
3.19 0.81 Required 

2 Ability to mix own feeds using the 
abundant carbohydrate and protein feed 
available 

3.69 1.07 Required 

3 Include green foods to feeds 3.89 1.03 Required 
4 Ability to manage feeding regime 3.01 0.98 Required 
5 Providing good drinking water for 

brooders 
3.86 1.01 Required 

Source: Field Work, 2016. 
The result in Table 2 shows the statement items had a range of 3.01 to 3.89. The means 
were above the cut-off of 2.50.This implies that the respondents agreed that the 
identified items were entrepreneurial skills required by youths for business engagement 
in feeding poultry. The standard deviations of the statement items ranged from 0.81 to 
1.07, which indicated that the respondents’ responses were close to one another. 
 
Research Question 3 
 What entrepreneurial skills are required by youths for business engagement in 
marketing poultry? 
 
Table 3: Entrepreneurial Skills are Required by Youths for Business Engagement 
in Poultry Marketing 

S/N Statement Items Mean SD Remarks 
1 Fixing prices for the product 3.63 0.74 Required 
2 Ability to determine how much sales 

change when prices change 
3.42 0.90 Required 

3 Identify poultry market in the locality 3.30 0.92 Required 
4 Prepare production towards festive periods  3.43 0.89 Required 
5 Record purchases and sales made 3.27 0.93 Required 
6 Transporting purchased products for the 

buyers when necessary 
2.85 0.94 Required 

7 Advertise your poultry products 3.45 0.90 Required 
Sources: Field Work, 2016. 
The result in Table 3 shows the statement items had means ranging from 2.85 to 3.63. 
The means were above the cut-off of 2.50. This implies that the respondents agreed that 
the identified items were entrepreneurial skills required by youths for business 
engagement in marketing poultry. The standard deviations of the statement items also 
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ranged from 0.74 to 0.94, which indicated that the respondents’ responses were close to 
one another. 
 
Discussion of Results 
Entrepreneurial skills are Required by Youths for Engagement in Planning 
Poultry Production Business 

The result in Table 1 indicate that entrepreneurial skills required by youths for 
engagement in planning poultry production business include determination of 
technologies, financial resources to use, set goal for the enterprise, determination of 
project site, labour, housing requirements in poultry production among others. The result 
of the study is in agreement with the findings of Akwaji (2006), in a study carried out on 
work skills required by secondary school graduates for success in cassava processing 
enterprise in Cross River State, where it was found that 11 work-skills were required in 
planning for processing cassava into chips. The skills include: setting goals for 
processing cassava into garri flour, chips and starch; review of the goals periodically 
among others. The result of this study is also in agreement with the findings of Ibrahim 
(2009), in a study carried out on entrepreneurial skills required by secondary school 
graduates in rice production enterprise in Kwara State, where it was found that 11 skills 
were required in planning for rice production. These included: decision on the type of 
farming practices to be adopted for growing, processing and marketing of rice, 
identification of inputs for production, identification of sources of fund and so on. 
 
Entrepreneurial Skills Required by Youths for Business Engagement in Feeding 
Poultry 

The result in Table 2 indicate that entrepreneurial skills are required by youths 
in feeding poultry include: selecting appropriate feeds for birds at different stages, 
ability to mix own feeds using the abundant carbohydrate and protein feed available, use 
of green foods to feed birds ability to manage feeding regime among others. In line with 
the findings of NRC (1994), they asserted that formulation of balanced diets is 
fundamental to economical poultry production, and this process depends on knowledge 
of nutrient requirements of poultry and nutritional attributes of nutrient sources.  
 
Entrepreneurial Skills are Required by Youths for Business Engagement in 
Poultry Marketing 

The result in Table 3 indicates that entrepreneurial skills are required by youths 
for engagement in marketing poultry includes: fixing prices for the product, ability to 
determine how much sales change when prices change, identify poultry market in the 
locality, prepare production towards festive periods, transporting purchased products for 
the buyers when necessary among others. The finding is in consonance with the findings 
of Akwaji (2006), obtained during a study on processing of cassava, where the author 
found out that 10 skill items were required in making cassava products. The skills were: 
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carrying out market survey for processing enterprise, advertising the processed cassava 
product, determining where and when to supply the products and so on. The findings 
were also in conformity with the findings of Ibrahim (2007) where the author found that 
9 skills are required in marketing rice. The skills include processing and making storage 
bags of rice of 50Kg per bag, selling to buyers, keeping sales records among others. 
 
Conclusion 

In Delta State, it was observed that youths are anxious to get engaged in any 
profitable business that will provide livelihood for them. The poultry sector has 
developed profitably in the state and large scale production is being practiced while a lot 
of people derive their means of livelihood from poultry and its associated industries. 
Following these observation, the study was carried out to identify entrepreneurial skills 
required by youths in poultry production as a means of sustaining life and eradicating 
poverty as well as contribute to economic development of Delta State. 
 The study found out that 22-skills items are required by youths in planning, 
feeding and marketing of poultry as means of livelihood to eradicate poverty and 
promote economic development. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Agricultural extension agents and vocational centers should use entrepreneurial 

skills in planning, feeding and marketing identified by this study, for the training 
of youths in poultry production as a means of livelihood, poverty eradication 
and economic development. 

2. Since most schools in the state do not have time and facilities to train learners in 
vocational skills, in real farm conditions, it is necessary that adequate skill 
building activities be introduced into methods of teaching agriculture in schools. 
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